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A little piece of heaven on earth       

Accessible Play, Inc.
           www.accessibleplayinc.org

ANGIE’S PLAYGROUND
at Manion Park
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Accessible Play, Inc. – About Us

Gary Behlmann is the driving force behind Accessible Play, Inc.  Mr. Behlmann is a life long resident of Flo-
rissant, Missouri and serves as Chairman of the Florissant Disability Awareness Commission.  He has been 
involved with and concerned for improving the lives of people with disabilities for the past twenty-five years.  
In November 2007, he and his wife Karen visited Zachary’s Playground in Lake St. Louis, Missouri.  Both 
of them were awed and even brought to tears by what they saw.  From that moment, Gary knew he wanted 
a playground like that for North St. Louis County a place where children of all abilities could play, learn and 
grow together.

Why would anyone want to take on the enormous task of raising almost $1,500,000 to build a playground 
like this?  Gary’s daughter, Angie Behlmann, was born in September 1983.  Angie was born prematurely 
during a very difficult delivery.  As a result, she was hydrocephalic and had Cerebral Palsy.

Angie’s early days were difficult for Karen and Gary.  They were dealing with countless doctor visits, tests 
and surgeries and they had little knowledge of disabilities.  Angie never was able to talk or walk.  She had 
to be fed with a feeding tube.  Due to the hydrocephalus, she had to have shunts implanted in her brain 
to relieve the pressure.  Eventually an infection in a shunt took Angie’s life in April, 1991.  But her parents 
knew that Angie was so much more than a list of medical terms she had an unbelievable will to live and a 
spirit to make a difference in the world.  Gary and Karen will tell you that despite being in pain every minute 
of every day, Angie always had the most beautiful smile on her face.  When she entered a room, that smile 
would brighten the spirits and lift the hearts of everyone present.  Her unconditional love of life gave Gary 
and Karen the strength and courage to become advocates for all people with disabilities.  Angie’s funeral 
was the greatest tribute of all; people who did not know Gary or Karen told them how Angie had inspired 
their lives in such a meaningful way.

In memory of their beautiful daughter, Angie, Gary and Karen would like to build a playground where An-
gie can once again share her joyful spirit.  They want to offer others “A LITTLE PIECE OF HEAVEN ON 
EARTH” a place where there are no physical barriers where children of all abilities can play happily togeth-
er.

In October 2008 a small group of Florissant residents, led by Gary Behlmann came together to form Ac-
cessible Play, Inc. a non-profit corporation.  The Internal Revenue Service granted Accessible Play 501(c)3 
tax-exempt status and the State of Missouri exemption from sales tax.

The nearest accessible playground is almost 22 miles from Florissant; therefore, the Board of Directors 
wants our playground to be a destination not only for the residents of Florissant but also for the surround-
ing communities, servicing an approximate population of two million people.  Our playground will provide 
a place where children will learn to understand and accept others while enjoying the fun and excitement of 
being on the playground.

The City of Florissant is located in the northern section of St. Louis County Missouri.  Our all inclusive 
playground area will be approximately 14,000 Sq. Ft. with a 20,000 Sq. Ft. parking lot.  The playground and 
parking lot will include solar lighting and will be monitored with a state of the art surveillance system.  The 
restroom area will include three private family suites along with ladies and men’s facilities.

Accessible Play has received a tremendous amount of support from the community including the cities 
of Florissant, Hazelwood and Black Jack as well as other non-profit community organizations such as 
Paraquad, St. Louis ARC and the Down Syndrome Association of Greater St. Louis.
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Accessible Play, Inc. – Mission Statement

Our Mission is to build an inclusive playground where all children 
can play side by side.

Our Vision is an environment of acceptance and understanding of 
differences – a little piece of heaven on earth.

Our Purpose is to educate the public that every person has 
strengths and how to recognize them.

Our Focus is to be an example of what inclusion really means.
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Accessible Play, Inc. – Board of Directors

Gary Behlmann, President
Mr. Behlmann is a life long resident of the City of Florissant. He and his wife Karen have 
been married for over 37 years.  They have four children Kari, Angie (deceased), Barbara, 
and Charlene. Gary has worked raising awareness of disability related issues for the last 25 
years.  He has been on Florissant’s Disability Awareness Commission for over 15 years and 
he is currently serving as the chairperson. His passion is to build an accessible playground 
so all children can play together side by side.

Pamela Lee, Secretary and Treasurer
Ms. Lee has lived in Florissant, Missouri her entire life.  In addition to her involvement with 
Accessible Play, Inc she is also active in several other civic organizations including Floris-
sant’s Environmental Quality Commission.  She is dedicated to Accessible Play, Inc and 
committed to the community.  In 2009, Ms. Lee was awarded a Community Leadership 
Award by North County, Incorporated.

Ron Oliver, Board Member
Mr. Oliver has lived in the North County/Florissant area for forty years. Mr. Oliver has a 
special needs daughter and is very dedicated to promoting and supporting the building of 
an accessible playground.  After retiring from McDonnell Douglas he spent seven years as a 
Teacher Assistant for Special School District. Mr. Oliver is currently working as a Substitute 
Teacher for Special School District.

Elizabeth Engelmeyer, Board Member
Ms. Engelmeyer has a bachelor’s degree from Fontbonne University in special education 
cross-categorical K-12, a Masters degree from Webster University in educational technol-
ogy, and Master +30 in education form Truman State University.  Ms. Engelmeyer lives and 
teaches in the City of Florissant. She is a special education teacher for the Special School 
District of St Louis County. She teaches students with moderate-severe disabilities at Acker-
man School. She has knowledge and abilities to make sure all children are included to the 
best of their abilities in everything they do.

Andrew Podleski, Board Member
Mr. Podleski is a long time Florissant resident.  He holds a Bachelors of Arts in Mathemat-
ics from the University of Missouri-St. Louis. His career employment has been in the Intel-
ligence Community having been employed by the Defense Mapping Agency (now the Na-
tional GeoSpatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA), the former McDonnell-Douglas, BAE Systems 
and others. He is employed by Northrop-Grumman working as a Systems Engineer at NGA.  
Mr. Podleski currently serves the Citizens of Florissant as Ward 6 Councilman
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Angie’s Playground at Manion Park

Estimated Cost

Playground Equipment and 14,000 SF Play Surface     $700,000.00
 
20,000 SF Porous Asphalt Parking lot consisting of      $120,000.00
18 IN of 1 IN clean packed rock and 3 IN of asphalt 
 
Main Entrance Pavilion and Comfort Station       $165,000.00
 
Utility Infrastructure (Sewers, Plumbing and Electrical)              To Be Determined
Solar lighting for the parking lot and playground 
 
Surveillance System            $40,000.00
 
Landscaping  To Be Determined
 
60 IN Decorative Fencing (700 LIN FT)         $20,000.00

The Board of Directors will be soliciting support from labor unions, vendors and volunteers.  Therefore, 
at this time the actual final cost is difficult to determine.

It is also our intent to be environmentally responsible in all aspects of the design and construction of 
our playground.
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List of Supporters

Mayor Robert G. Lowery, Sr., City of Florissant
Resolution of the City Council Florissant Missouri

St. Louis ARC
Paraquad

Down Syndrome Association of Greater St. Louis
Proclamation from the City of Hazelwood , Missouri

Resolution from the Hazelwood School Board
Proclamation from the City of Black Jack , Missouri

North County, Inc.

The Baord and volunteers of Accessible Play Inc. would like to take this opportunity to thank our 
donors.  Without your past and future support, Angie’s Playground at Manion Park would not be 
possible.  We all sincerely thank you.

The Board of Directors and Volunteers
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Accessible Play Restroom Pavilion
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Accessible Play Inc. is sincerely grateful to 
Empire Comfort Systems Inc. for donating their time 

and resources to  make this document possible.


